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CBC Review:
The Crosswalk Players pull out all the stops for their Fringe debut with a remount of the Broadway musical What About Luv? 

In this oddball love triangle, bumbling Harry falls for brainy Ellen, wife of his best friend Milt. The three performers aren’t quite triple threats on stage - the vocals aren’t always perfect and there’s no Fred Astaire footwork. But they’re no slouches either. They take on some challenging choreography and milk every drop of comedy from the pratfalls and goofy one-liners. “You have the rest of your life to kill yourself,” Milt says to dissuade the suicidal Harry. 

There’s much to like about this production. Alana Penner (as Ellen) brings her lovely soprano voice to the score, and the tight keyboard and percussion accompaniment keeps the production snappy. If you like musicals with heart, this show is definitely worth your while. 
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HARRY'S had enough of life and is about to jump off a bridge when he meets his old college buddy Milt, who happens to be on the same bridge to kill his wife Ellen so he can run off with a colleague with whom he's having an affair. Milt sets Harry and Ellen up and everyone is happy for a year, until they realize the grass isn't always greener on the other side. 

Harry is played with a goofy charm by Mitch Krohn, while Scott Plett is perfectly smarmy as Milt. But it's Alana Penner as Ellen who steals the show with her dynamic soprano and the ability to switch from uber-bitch to sexy and sweet in mere moments. 

The show is an adaptation of a New York musical, but there are some songs that could have been dropped and replaced with a line or two of dialogue to cut the show from 90 minutes to a leaner 60-to 75-minute production. Still, fans of musicals will want to give Luv a chance. [image: image2.png]
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--Rob Williams
